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against the sample. The area surrounding the window area is not transparent and may be adapted 
for recording information about the sample. A grid may also be provided within the window 
area to enhance viewing and analysis of the sample affixed within the window. Upon attachment 
of one or more of the test tapes to the slide, the placard is transported for subsequent microscopic 
analysis. Upon release from the placard, the slide is ready for microscopic viewing. The placard 
may include indicia for desired alignment of the test tapes on the slide. The test tape may 
include an adhesive free tab for enhancing handling. In a preferred embodiment, a plurality of 
test tapes are included within the test kit and the microscopic slide is configured to retain all of 
the test tapes for viewing multiple samples. 



In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Once Amended) A ,P„t w for aid in identifying one or more ^environmental samples 
comprising: 

at least one test tape having an adhesive surface with a releasable adhesive thereon one 
side thereof ; 

a window area integral within said test tape J - eompriomg a material for viewing 
therethr o ug h , oai A nHn r rnH Tn .. nnllnot nn at least ono environmental samplo upon pressing 

mid adhesi v e u ufocc rf r (i"' wmdew ";™ir><-» - thr> nntnp k . wherein s aid test tape is transparent for 
viewing on ly Through said window area; 

wh^in paid test tape is adapted to collect at least o ne environmental sample within said 
window are " » p ftn "ressinp said adhesive surfac e against fan environmental surface^ said 
enviroiunep tfll sam ple be ing suspected of containing mold; 
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a slide provided separate from said test tape for affixation of said test tape after said 
environmental with-sample is collected thereon ju^ s a id - affixat io n trapping o aid at least one 

m i v iioa m o nt al saf»f> * e-N*w \ i i t' 1 Me B ad = ad tape and ™th i n o ni d window, oaid adapted for 

combination with a microscope, wherettpoRm said test taoe is adapted to affix said 
environmental sampjfi between said slide and said test tape within said -window area, and a view 
of said window jirea through said microscope after said test tape is affixed to said slide enlarges 
said at least one environmental sample trapped within said window area for analysis thereof. 
2. (Original) The kit as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a placard having means for 
releasable storage of said slide thereon. 




3. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 1 wherein said window area_presents a grid 
therein, said grid defining a plurality of zones within said window areafor location of said at 
least one trapp e d environmental sample within one of said zones. 



4. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 1 wherein said test tape further comprises a 
tab at one end thereof, said tab enhancing fr-user manipulation of said test tape. 

5. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 4 wherein said adhesive window area i s 
displaced from said tab to further enhance said manipulation. 

6. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a speqj fic area means-on 
said test tape for a4lfa<4ftt^ -recording information indicative of said at least one environmental 
sample thereon. 

<3 7. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 2 further comprising a_means on said placard 
for a#6*^recordjng.irifomiation corresponding to - ot least one said test tape indicative of said 
at looot one afsa&environrnental spooimcn jampjethereon. 
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8. (Original) The kit as claimed in claim 1 wherein said slide is configured for affixation of a 
plurality of said test tapes thereon. 
°{ 9. (Once Amended) The kit as claimed in claim 2 wherein said placard is adapted for transport 
fer-sah iao q u u ut combination of said slide thereon . 

10. (Once Amended) A method for collecting an environmental sample from an environmental 
en-arsurface for subsequent analysi s, said method comprising the steps of; 

providing a tesj tape having a ciroumsorib e d -distjnct,window thereein* and a handling 
area surrounding said window-haviftg-a- fitiolcy adhesive on one aide thorof jgga; 

g*nd window area comprising a transparent material having a releasahle sticky 
Adhesive on one side thereof: 

said handling area comprising a material that is not mmsparent and is adapted for 
rftmrdin p information thereon; 

said test tape being provided on a backing to which said test tape is releasably 

attached; 

removing said test tape from said backing: 

circumscribing said window area about an environmental sample on an environmental 
surface, gflid e nvironmental sample being suspect ed of comprising environmental mold; 

pressing the adhesive side et4eas*-of said window area against the egyfropipgntel surface 
for adhesion of the environmental sample thereto; 

displacing said window area from said environmental surface with the environmental 
sample adhered to said test tape within the w indow_area; 

releasably attaching said test tape to a socthroutjh - microscope slide; 
ffi msporting said elide to a ra -iegeseepei 
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preparing acid slid fr- fbr amiorocoopic analy st 
di r ecting said mis f e a oopo to said window; a ad 

viewing th e- spooimon within said window through said microscop e - for analysis . 
U. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 10 wherein said providing step 
r^n prkes orovidmg^ a plurality of test tapes for multiple environmental sampleq and said 
r iP« a M V attaching step c om prises attaching said plurality of>e provided for repeated sample^ 
said-test tapes to said slide. 

12. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 10 further comprising the steps of recording on 
said test tape information indicative of the environmental sample. 

13. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 12 wherein said information includes a 
the location ^from which the environmental sample was collecte_d. 

<^ 14. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 130 whoroin said information includes n 
luuation of The pnyiv™™™^ 1 saaaptewas Hfe ^ further comprising the step of releasably 
securing said slide to a placard. 

15. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 10 further comprising the steps of 
providing a grid in said window area, said grid presenting a plurality of zones for location of the 
g pnoim ft R - environmental sample within said window_area. 

16. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 43_iA- futihor comprising the stop o f 
hekasably nttaohing said slid e- w -tt-p laemd priQ*' to aaid transporting atrip wherein said placard is 
*Au v teA for recording information abou t the environmental surface from which the 
^vimnmental sam ple was collected, 

17. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 16 further comprising the step of 
recording *™<* information on said placard information indicative of tho en vironmental aamplo . 
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1 8. (Once Amended) The method as claimed in claim 17 wherein said information includes 
a- the location trf - from which the environmental sample was collected. 

19. (Once Amended) A kit for collecting aa- one or more environmental samples from o ne or 
more ^selected /environmental surfaces^omprising: 

at least one test tape having an adhesive surface with a releasable adhesive thereonf, 
a^ymdew- iiicorporatcd in said test tape r comprising sa4d-a_window areaj>resenting a 

transparent area on the test tape for retaining p erimo t Qr for circumQQribing an environmental 

sample; 

said test tape comprising an area adjacent upon prossing said window area against ihc 
~"~pl* that js nflf transparent: 

giiid test ta pe releasablv attached to a backing having instructions for use of said test tape; 

mcano on said^indovv for affixing th e-s ample theroto upon paid p ressing? 

a slide adapted for affixation of said test tape after collection of the environmenta l wife 
sample rhm-en n puch that said environmental sample is positioned between said slide and said test 
tape- wherein said window area definesiftg a viewing 2one for the environmental sample 
positioned between said - slide and said tape ; ami 

a placard for releasable affixation of said slide thereto^ 

m eans on said placard for a proper alignm e nt of - &aid tost tapo on said olido r a r e l e as e- o f 
said slido from said placard presenting a Glide for jubsoqucnt viewing through a raioroacopo , 
20. (Once Amended*) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said placard is adapted for 
transport to a displaced location for said-microscopic viewing. 
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^PJease add the following new claimsTV, 

21. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said placard has at least one slot for 

insertion of a comer of said slide. 

22. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 further comprising a means on said placard for 
proper alignment of said test tape on said slide. 

23. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said placard has alignment indicia for 
aligning said slide with said placard. 

24. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said placard has a preprinted area adjacent 
to said test tape for recording information indicative of said environmental sample thereon. 

25. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said area adjacent said window area 
comprises a preprinted area for recording information thereon. 

26. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 1 9 wherein said test tape has a curved edge. 

27. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said test tape has an adhesive free tab for 
easier handling. 

28. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 19 wherein said window area is displaced from an end 
of said tape such that said end may be more easily handled by the user without contaminating the 
environmental sample. 

29. (New) The method as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein said releasably attaching step comprises 
releasably attaching said plurality of test tapes to said slide such that each said window area of 
each said test tape is aligned in a row for successive examination using a microscope. 

30. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 1, wherein said test tape is releasably attached to a 
backing. 
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31. (New) The kit as claimed in claim 30, wherein said backing includes instructions for use 
of said test tape. 

32, (New) A test tape for aid in collecting and identifying one or more environmental samples 
comprising: 

a window area integral witliin the test tape having an adhesive surface with a releasable 
adhesive thereon and wherein said window area is transparent; 

a handling area adjacent said window area, wherein said handling area is non-transparent; 

and 

a handling end of said test tape comprising an adhesive-free tab for easier handling, 
wherein said window area is displaced from said handling end. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 remain pending in this application. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9-11, and 13-20 have 
been amended. New claims 21-32 have been added. A check in the amount of $150,00 is also 
being submitted herewith to cover the additional claim fees. 

A, Section 112 

In paragraphs 1-2, the Examiner rejected claim 9 under 35 U.C.S. § 112 H 2 as being 
indefinite with respect to the language "for subsequent combination of said slide thereon," 
Applicant has amended claim 9 to delete the language at issue. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection under Section 112. 

B. Section 102 

The Examiner rejected claims 1,2, 4-7, 9, 10, 12-14, and 16-20 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Borkowski, U.S. Patent No., 6,447,463 (the "Borkowski Patent"). As 
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